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50 Years Ago: ñA New Church Is Dedicatedò 
 

As we prepare to celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the present and 3rd St Kilian Church, it is important to look back on 
what has happened in the past half -century.  The decision made to demolish the 2nd church was based on the fact that 

the parish was experiencing tremendous growth.  All the baby -boomers were filling the church and school beyond  

capacity.  The old gothic church with its inspiring steeple had also grown old and had structural problems.  Regardless 
of the need for a larger church, it was undoubtedly a difficult thing for the congregation to watch their church structure 

being demolished to make room for a new and larger structure.  As the new church foundation began to rise from the 
ground throughout 1958 and into 1959, there was an anticipation and excitement growing for the day it would be  

dedicated.  On July 12, 2009, we will celebrate the 50  years since that memorable day. 
 

The Church is always in the midst of history and culture.  The 1950ôs was an important decade.  Pope Pius XII had  

already begun a number of major liturgical reforms.  These influenced churches built during that era.  Biblical themes 
and symbols were inspiration for church design.  I was deacon in a parish built in the late 1950ôs, and it was designed 

as a large fish, the early Christian symbol for the Eucharist.  The designers of the present St Kilian Church chose the 
theme of Noahôs Ark.  The main body of the 

church replicates the ark, and the walls on either 

side of the ñarkò represented the waves of the 
great flood.  Soon after the church was dedicated 

plans were being made to hold a world council of 
the Church ï Vatican II, which would further  

reform the liturgy, Scripture scholarship, and the 
life of the Church in the modern world.  

 

July of 1959 was an important month in the history 
of our nation.  Alaskaôs star was added as the 

49th star on the flag.  The first two Americans 
died in Vietnam, a war which would eventually 

claim the lives of 57,939 Americans.  500,000 

steel workers went on strike for 116 days, crippling 
the auto and construction industry.  The Boston 

Red Sox became the first professional baseball 
team to allow Black athletes to play on their 

team.  The top Hollywood celebrities featured on 

magazine covers were Elizabeth Taylor and  
Gardener McKay.   

 
There are a number of 50th Anniversary  

celebration events scheduled at St Kilian, including 
our Parish Picnic following the 10:45am Mass on 

Sunday, July 12th.  That same day will be the 

drawing for the ñBells of St Kilian Golden  
Anniversaryò raffle.  A parish time capsule will be 

prepared, a canned goods drive is in progress as 
a gift of St Kilian Congregation to our community 

food pantry.  Special invitations are being issued 

to those who celebrated significant events at St 
Kilian in 1959.  The anniversary will be a time to 

remember what God has accomplished in the 
years since our ñnew churchò was dedicated and 

to celebrate the community of faith that continues 
to grow and worship at St Kilian.  
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St Kilian Statue 
as it stands in Wurzburg, Germany 

 

 

Who Was St Kilian 
 

St Kilian, also known as Killian, Killena, Cilline, or  

Cillian, lived in the 7th century.  He was born around 

640 A.D., and martyred around 689 A.D. with two of 
his missionary companions (St Colman and St Totnan). 

He was born in Ireland and died in Wurzburg, Germany.  
Each year the Kiliani -Volksfest  is celebrated for two 

weeks in July, honoring St Kilian and his companions.  

His feast is July 8th.  His determination to be a  
missionary was exemplified by his trip to Rome to 

seek the popeôs permission to preach in Germany.  
Over-all, his missionary trip was quite successful.  He 

converted the local leader, Duke Gozbert and much of 

the local population.  While some stories blame  
Gozbertôs wife for plotting the murder of the  

missionaries, many historians are wise enough to 
question that narrow explanation.  In any case, it 

would not be until the time of St Boniface that the 
Christian mission to Germany would continue.  So  

St Kilian was a monk, a bishop, a  

courageous missionary, and is one of 
the patron saints of people who suffer 

from rheumatism.  With Hartford and 
Thompsonôs German and Irish roots 

respectfully, The bishop in Milwaukee 

must have considered St Kilian to be 
an ideal patron for the Catholics in 

our area. 


