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 òTo pray, serve, and love together in Christò 

  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  If it hasnôt gotten to you yet, it may in the next weeks.  Itôs something called  
  ñSeasonal Affective Disorder.ò  Thereôs lots of other names for it, especially once the    

  snow begins to fly.  Some call it ñCabin Fever,ò ñThe Winter Blues,ò or the ñHoliday   

        Slumps.ò  Many suffer mild depression during the winter months and some deal  
        with more serious depression.  Some of it is simply due to the shortened time of  

    sunlight, the cold, and the difficulty of mobility throughout the Winter Season.  
For others, the holidays place many emotional demands on everyone, including dealing with both good and bad experiences 

of the holiday seasons in years past.  Sometimes the life of the northern Wisconsin bears sounds pretty inviting.  You just 
dig out a den and sleep until Winter is over.  But there are also many positive blessings to the Winter season: family 

gatherings, children playing in the snow, the re -creation of family customs and traditions that bind us together during the 

times that we cannot always be near home, favorite music, and festive foods, Winter sports, and travel.  
 

Considering the complexity of the ñWinter Experience,ò it is still a season when we typically sleep and eat more.  The 
message, ñAwake to Mercyò may not be heard with a resounding resonance.  When I had supper with my parents 

recently, my dad remarked, ñItôs already been dark an hour and a half before we ate supper.  It seems like time for bed.ò  

Did someone say, ñAwake!ò 
 

In the words of the Prophet Hosea in the Hebrew Scriptures and Jesus in the New Testament, we hear the words, ñIt is 
mercy that I desire and not sacrifice.ò  Awaking to mercy has a lot to do with understanding those words.  God doesnôt 

want us to feel like a hamster on an exercise wheel during the Season of Advent, or in any season for that matter.  Life is 

not meant to be lived at a frenetic pace.  To ñAwake to Mercyò we often need to slow down and reflect on basic values, 
trying to answer questions like: ñWhat direction am I going?ò  ñWhat do I still want to accomplish in my life?ò  ñAm I in 

right relationship with God and those God has made part of my life?ò  ñHow have I shown mercy and how have I received 
the gift of mercy?ò 

 
Charity is one form of mercy.  It clothes the naked, gives food to the hungry, helps shelter the homeless, provides Christmas  

gifts for those in need.  There is also a form of mercy which searches for longer term solutions to poverty, homelessness, 

and the inequitable distribution of resources.  It studies what elements in society, government, and global relations inflict  
injustices on certain classes of people.  It helps others see that there are destructive dynamics at work in various aspects of 

our economic systems, civil regulations and laws, and even in religious institutions which cause poverty, injustice, and 
discrimination.  The role of social activists is not just to make us feel uncomfortable, but to help us take an honest look a t 

what needs to change or how we are to ñAwake to Mercy.ò  Itôs hard for me to think that my lifestyle is in part possible 

because others are being exploited.  Inexpensive material goods can sometimes be the result of wage injustices and 
exploitation of workers, damage to the environment, or the over -use of natural resources.  When I see pictures of child 

slave labor in India, miners who are not protected by adequate safety laws, immigrants who cannot earn a living wage or 
be free of violence in their own country, can I imagine how I might be part of what causes their misery?  Am I open to  

advocating for change? 
 

Advent invites us to ñAwake to Mercyò in seeking to find peace in our own lives and the lives of others.  Mercy means 

not turning away from the difficult issues that the human family faces together.  Mercy reminds us that there are many 
lessons to be learned about the injustices that many suffer and many actions that must be taken to rectify the wrongs 

which oppress others.  Advent means ñcoming.ò  The prophet Isaiah will be sharing his hope-filled view of a world renewed 
by the coming of our God: the God of justice, peace, and mercy.  We will meet this God with joy as we practice these divine 
virtues. 

Awake to Mercy: The Advent Journey  
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Upcoming  
Advent and Christmas Schedule  
 

Advent Bible Study/Muffins  

Tuesday mornings after the 8:20 AM Mass 
 in the Gathering Space with Fr David 

 November 22 

 November 29 
 December 6 

 December 13 
 December 20 
 

Holyday ð The Immaculate Conception  

 Wednesday, December 7th; Mass at 7:00 PM 
 Thursday, December 8th; Mass at 8:20 AM 
 

Our Lady of Guadalupe Celebration  

 Sunday, December 11th at the 10:45 AM Mass 
  Mexican Fiesta to follow in the Cafeteria 
 

Advent Penance Service  

 Tuesday, December 13th @ 7:00 PM 
 

Change in Sunday Mass Schedule for Christmas  
Christmas Mass Schedule  

 Christmas Eve;  Saturday, December 24th 
  4:00 PM Mass 

 Christmas Day;  Sunday, December 25th 

  7:30 AM and 9:30 AM Masses 
 

New Years Schedule  
 New Years Eve;  Saturday, December 31st 

  4:30 PM Mass 
 New Years Day; Sunday, January 1st 

  8:30 AM and 10:45 AM Mass 

Awake to Mercy  
If you havenôt found the perfect gift for yourself for 

Christmas this year, consider giving yourself the gift of our 
Advent Bible Study Series.  Itôs  a simple and peaceful way 

of preparing yourself to find real meaning in the Christmas 
season. 

 
The Bible Study series is offered on Tuesday mornings in 

the Gathering Space following the 8:20am Mass. 

 November 22nd, 29th 
 December 6th, 13th, 20th  

 
Nourished by Godôs Word and muffins! 

 

All are welcome and invited to participate.  

 

 
 

St Kilian  
Music Ministry  

Presents  

 
 

 

 
Bringer of Joy 

Bringer of Peace 

 

 
 

Lessons & Carols  
for the Christmas Season  

 
Friday, December 30, 2011  

6:30 PM  ð Concert  

 
Dessert Reception  

to follow  
in the  

Gathering Space  



 

Remember the excitement of Learning?  
Continued learning is important in every area of our lives.  Some parishioners 
recently gathered with Sr Eileen to learn more about the Hebrew Scriptures  

(Old Testament) and, in particular, the Book of the Prophet Isaiah.  
 

Watch for more Life Long Learning  

Opportunities coming in March 2012. 
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A Parish Celebration  
of  

Our Lady of Guadalupe  
 

Sunday, December 11th  
At the 10:45am Mass  

 
St Kilian Congregation with the Hispanic Community will join 

together at our 10:45am Mass for a colorful and exciting  
celebration of the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe.  Mark your 

calendars for this major parish event.  The Mass will include 

dancers from the Mexican tradition, as well as English and 
Spanish prayers, readings, and songs.  Following Mass will be 

a Fiesta in the St Kilian School Cafeteria, featuring a taco bar, 
sweet treats, and other delicacies.  Folkloric dancing from the 

traditions of Mexico will also be performed at the Fiesta.  It 
will be a fitting celebration to honor Our Lady who appeared 

to Juan Diego at Tepeyac (a hill near what is now Mexico 

City) and brought a message of love, compassion, and the 
universal promise of Godôs help.  Our Lady of Guadalupe is 

the patroness of all the Americas.  Our coming together to 
celebrate this feast will bring great blessings and give us 

many reasons to ñrejoice and be gladò on the Second Sunday 

of the Advent Season. 



Pumpkin Carving or Was It?  
Grade 9 Religious Education classes are studying Liturgy and Sacraments.  On October 23rd, students had 

an enjoyable evening carving pumpkins with religious symbols.  What did they learn through that activity 
you might ask? 
 

The word symbol is based on a Greek word meaning ñto throw together or compare.ò  So to think 
symbolically means to take something concrete and throw it together with something else that 
exists on an invisible or abstract level.  Symbols help us to see beyond the surface of things, to 

search for the deeper significance and levels of meaning in things, to take a ñsecond look.ò  In a 
sense, symbols are ñmeaning picturesò that serve as doorways to the sacred. 
 

Symbolic thinking helps us discover the many meanings that the things of our world can have.  

And because symbolic thinking helps us see the specialness of all things, it is a skill necessary for 
celebrating sacraments.  Symbols are so commonly used in our attempts to 

recognize the sacred that it is almost impossible to talk about sacraments 

apart from symbols.  What symbols make you think of the sacraments? 

St Kilian Catholic School  
On Tuesday, October 11, 2011 nine students from  

St Kilian School attended a Catholic Youth Leadership  
Forum at the Pavilion in Mayville.  This was an opportunity 

to work with students from other Archdiocesan Catholic 
Schools in Washington, Dodge and Fond du Lac Counties 

on a project rooted in our Catholic Faith.  The Theme of 

the Forum was ñTelling Our Story is Telling Godôs Storyò 
The Facilitator was Mr Ralph Stewart who is a Youth  

Minister in the Archdiocese.   
 

St Kilian students who attended the conference were 
6th Graders: 

Brooke Waldvogel 

Emily Gehring 
Sam Kohler 

 
7th Graders: 

Jacob Bunzel 

Olivia Wisth 
Ryan Zuern 

 
8th Graders: 

Peter Cherek 

Aaron Nytes 
Claire Koszewski 
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Mrs Rauch and students work at their table during the conference.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Aaron Nytes makes a 
presentation to the group 
during the conference. 

  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Brooke Waldvogel and Emily Gehring make 
a presentation to the entire group during 
the conference. 



Visit to Washington Heights or More?  
Grade 10 Religious Education classes are studying the Creed.  On Sunday, October 

23rd, students brought prizes and treats and walked over to Washington Heights to 
play bingo and to share their time and themselves with the residents that live 

there.  Why would this count as a religion class you might ask? 
 

At the beginning of his ministry, Jesus gathered a group of women and men whom 
he taught by his word and example.  We call them disciples--which means students 

or followers--and Jesus was preparing them to share in his mission to proclaim the 

Kingdom of God.  The Kingdom of God isnôt about just the relationship between you 
and Jesus but the relationship between you, other believers, and Jesus.  Under the 

guidance of the Holy Spirit, the Church has the responsibility for continuing Jesusô 
mission and giving us the responsibility of being partners in his mission.  How do 

you share the Kingdom of God with others? 
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Day of the Dead  
The day of the Dead in Mexico represents a mixture of Christian 

devotion and Pre-Hispanic traditions and beliefs.  As a result of 
this mixture, the celebration comes to life as one unique Mexican 

tradition including an altar and offerings dedicated to the  
deceased. 

 
The altar includes four main elements of nature ï earth, wind, 

water, and fire.  

Earth is represented by crops:   
The Mexicans believe the souls are fed by the aroma of food. 

Wind is represented by moving objects:   
Tissue paper is commonly used to represent wind. 

Water is placed in a container: 

This is to allow the soul to quench its thirst after the long jour-
ney to the altar.  

Fire is presented by a wax candle:   
Each lit candle represents a soul, and an extra one is placed 

for the forgotten soul.  
 

On Sunday, November 6th, Grade 9 

Religious Education classes attended 
the 5:30 PM Spanish Mass, shared a 

meal with everyone present, and lis-
tened attentively when Fr Jorge ex-

plained the altar, traditions of other 

countries, and the teaching on Our Lady 
of Guadalupe. 


